
From the Editor

On ovember 4th 2001 the IASJ had been
existing for ten years. It was Odette Bruinzeel,
the new IASJ Service Bureau Coordinator who
reminded me of this. She was going through the
Chamber'of Commerce papers to register the new
IASJ Board Members when on one of the papers
she saw the date the IASJ officially came into
existence: 4 November 1991. I will never forget
that day. The two years prior to that day were
stormy. Maybe after three or four IASJ Jazz Meet-
ings the whole thing would fall apart. Some people
saw the IASJ as just an anti-group of the IAJE.
There was no clarity on the financial implications
of starting the IASJ. But all these major problems
were not important the day the IASJ was officially
established. In the days before and after the 4th of
November of 1991 a strong northwestern wind of
force ten was testing the Dutch dikes. It did not
help that I told Graham Collier, with whom I was
supposed to sign the first official IASJ paper, the
IASJ Charter, that the office of the notary was two
meters below sea level. Graham had arrived the
night before. Because of the storm his airplane
arrived late and the hotel I had booked him in had
given away his room. We needed more cash in
order to pay a more expensive hotel, so Graham
and I had to go to one of the 24-hour exchange
offices in one of the main streets in Amsterdam.
These offices have desks that are sticking out into
the street. It is still a miracle to me how it hap-
pened but the passport of Graham got stolen. Now
we did have money but the hotel insisted in having
a passport before check in. We had to go to a police
station to report the theft and to receive an official
document reporting what happened. After all prob-
lems were solved itwas well after midnight. The
next day we went to the notary. In the crowded
center of The Hague I found a parking place
only half a block away from the office. The very
moment we left the car the storm was at its strong-
est. Heavy rains and strong winds were rather
announcing the end of times than the beginning of
some new jazz organization. Graham, in an effort
to save the door of the car from being blown away,
tore the seam on his shoulder on his jacket. We
both wore rain coats but in a storm like this you
need diving suits in order not to get wet. When we
entered the hallway of the palace that turned out
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had a good diner that night to celebrate om ri tory
over bad luck. After this not much more could go
wrong. As it turned out the Charter of the IASJ is
still as valid as it was ten years ago. The visions
we had than were right and they have stood the
test of time so far. Going through the stormy times
of the beginning years the IASJ has onI become
stronger and is ready for any ocean now.
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